PAY US A VISIT

Come and explore the Caves for yourself at

1 Northdown Road, Margate, Kent, CT9 1FG
Please check our website before you visit for the latest visitor
information and times.
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OPENING TIMES

Community Cafe

PEAK (Easter-end October)
Mon-Sun 10.00 - 17.00
WINTER HOURS (November-Easter)
Fri-Sun only 11.00 - 16.00

PRICES
Single Visit
Adults
Children (free for 3 and under)
Family Ticket (2 adults, 2 children)
Concession
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10.00
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Students, 60+, Ageless Thanet, Emergency Services,
NHS. Armed forces and Registered disabled.
(Carer or companion free)

FOLLOW US
@MargateCaves

Annual Membership
Single
£ 15.00
Joint
£ 25.00
Family
£ 30.00
Lifetime
£200.00

With thanks to

Photos: Frank Leppard
© 2019, The Margate Caves Community Education Trust, registered charity no 1155904

www.margatecaves.co.uk

WHAT MIGHT YOU
DISCOVER...

...AT THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY

At the beginning of the 19th-century
Francis Forster made an extraordinary discovery.
Beneath a pear tree in his garden was a huge underground
cave system carved out from the Margate cliffs. It was the
remains of a large chalk mine and it had been kept hidden
for more than 100 years.
At first Forster used the Caves to entertain his friends and
family but by the middle of the 19th-century the Caves had
changed hands and become a tourist attraction in their
own right. Throughout the Victorian period they were a
major highlight of a trip to Margate‘s golden sands.
The Margate Caves went in and out of fashion throughout
the 20th century, serving briefly as a shelter during World
War Two, after which they closed. The Caves reopened
again in 1958 but they closed once more in 2004.
Fifteen years later, following a six-year campaign by The
Margate Caves Community Education Trust, the Margate
Caves have returned with a brand new Community Space,
Café, Shop and Discovery Room.
Thanks to the support of the local community, various
fundraisers and grants from both the Heritage Fund and
Community Fund, the Caves have had a new lease of life
and even more secrets have been discovered.

Shop
Education and Outreach
Café
The Caves Community Café
serve a variety of freshly
prepared drinks, snacks, cakes
and sandwiches, along with a
variety of seasonal and local
produce.

The Caves offer a variety of educational
programmes, workshops and ‘Cavers Kits‘
to keep even the most curious of minds
occupied.

Community Rooms

Special Events
Throughout the year the Caves host
a variety of art exhibitions, cultural
events, talks and much much
more. See our website for
details.

From Saxon burials to smugglers‘ hoards, prisoners‘
dungeons to priests‘ altars, there are no end to the
stories and myths contained within the
mysterious chalk tunnels beneath the town.
Why not come along and see what you
can discover at The Margate Caves?

Find out more
Tel: +44 (0) 1843 838035
email: info@margatecaves.co.uk

Do you have a special occasion,
community group or event in need
of a home? Why not ask about
our Community Room hire?

Looking for something
a little different for that
special someone? Want
a memento from your
visit? Remember to take
a moment to explore our
Cave shop.

